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287 March 19, 1897 

the several subdivisions of the ken or prefecture exclusive of the city 
above referred to exceed by some 40 the above-stated number. 

Smallpox appeared in Osaka, 18 miles distant from Hiogo (Kobe), on 
the 6th ultimo, and since that date the number of cases reported have 
been 1,257, of which 421 proved fatal. In order to show the progress 
of the disease in Osaka since its outbreak in epidemic form a copy of the 
weekly returns received at this consulate from the sanitary authorities 
is herewith transmitted marked "Inclosure 1." 

I have, etc., James F. Connelly, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure.] 

Copy of smallpox statistics received at the United States consulate at Hiogo (Kobe), Japan, 
from the sanitary authorities at Osaka, Japan. 



Date. 



Smallpox 



(New eases. Deaths. 



Reported up to December 6, 1896 

December7 to 13. inclusive 

December 14 to 20, inclusive 

December 21 to 27, inclusive ... 

December 28, 1896, to January 3, 1897, inclusive.. 

January 4 to January 10, 1897. inclusive 

January 11 to January 17, 1897, inclusive 

Total to date 




10 
27 
13 
43 
72 
67 
189 



Infectious diseases in 1896. 

Yokohama, Japan, February 15, 1897. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith a preliminary report of 
infectious disease in Japan during 1896, which, though incomplete in 
some respects, affords, on the whole, a fair idea of the sanitary condi- 
tions of the past year. 

With the exception of some seventy cases of cholera, most of which 
occurred in the neighborhood of Tokyo and Yokohama, and nearly half 
in the month of January, no infectious disease of importance was re- 
ported until May, when began a severe and widespread epidemic of 
relapsing fever. This, a new disease in Japan, was undoubtedly im- . 
ported from the seat of the late war in Manchuria. The outbreak con- 
tinued until September, and the mortality was for this disease, at least 
in certain districts, very great ; although, as the Government has not as 
yet furnished any statistical reports on the subject, I am unable to give 
any details with regard to it. The regulations for dealing with the 
better known infectious diseases were quickly applied in the case of 
relapsing fever, and, apparently, with beneficial results. 

In June, smallpox of an exceptionally virulent and fatal type 
appeared in the ken of Hiogo, the occurrence of this disease in sum- 
mer being hitherto almost unknown in this country. The unusual 
mortality of the malady, in the prefecture named, may, perhaps, have 
been due to the exceedingly bad sanitary condition of the district, 
resulting from extensive floods early in the year ; the people being in 
abject poverty, badly fed, crowded in such houses as were not 
destroyed, and all drainage of the soil, natural or artificial, seriously 
disturbed. Variola remained almost strictly localized in Hiogo Ken 
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until the beginning of cold weather, when it broke out in the cities of 
Tokyo and Osaka violently, and, more or less, excepting a few prov- 
inces only, throughout the whole country. The epidemic is still in 
progress, and is the most severe that has been known for many years. 
It is my opinion that the present revival of smallpox is chiefly to be 
ascribed to a deterioration of the virus used for vaccination during late 
years under a mistaken system, which transferred the vaccine establish- 
ments from the sanitary department of the Government to private 
hands, an error now repaired. 

In August began a very severe and general epidemic of the dysentery 
which has for some years occurred annually to a greater or less extent. 
This continuing during the months of August, September, October, and 
November, only entirely disappeared at the end of the year, after spread- 
ing over nearly the whole empire and causing the death of some 18,000 
people. 

Plague, to an unknown but probably rather limited extent, was pres- 
ent in Formosa throughout the summer and autumn, and its importation 
to Japan proper, either from that island or from China, was only pre- 
vented by a most rigorous employment of sanitary precautions. 

The deaths from infectious diseases during 1896 have not been reported 
with invariable regularity, as regards certain localities. I am, however, 
from all the material at my disposal, enabled to give the approximate 
death rate for the three diseases of which returns exist, as follows. 
Cholera, 42.2 per cent,; dysentery, 26.7 per cent; smallpox, 45 per cent. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. M. S. 

[Inclosure.] 

Preliminary report of infectious diseases in Japan during 1896. 

Cholera — cases, 344; deaths, 92. Dysentery — cases, 68,368; deaths, 
17,921. Smallpox— cases, 5,537 ; deaths, 1,824. 

Infectious diseases in districts of principal ports, June to December, 1896. 



Places. 



Tokyo 

Kanagawa Ken 

Hiogo Ken 

Nagasaki Ken .. 



Cholera. 


Dysentery. 


Smallpox. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Oases. 


Deaths. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


166 
29 
3 

1 


(*) 
19 

(*) 
1 


1,293 

1,019 

1,796 

274 


(*) 
220 
522 
74 


1,484 

82 

1,214 

8 


(*) 
10 
721 
3 


*No r 
JAP 


eport. 

AN. 











Report of infectious diseases. 

Yokohama, February 24., 1897. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith my regular report of 
infectious diseases in Japan for period February 5 to February 22, 
inclusive. 

I regret to say that the returns show that the smallpox epidemic as 
regards the country at large is still increasing and invading new terri- 



